THE BERAR TRUST                           219,

result the revenue fell off, and from year to year the
Minister found it more difficult to raise the money to pay
the Contingent. At length the cost of the Contingent
crept up to forty lakhs of rupees, and gradually the pay
began to fall in arrears. These Arrears kept on growing
until at last, in 1840, the British Government claimed
fifty lakhs of rupees. For the next thirteen years there
ensued a period of undignified squabbling.

In glancing back we find that in 1843 Chundoo Lai
was removed as Minister, in which removal the Resident,
General Fraser, was instrumental. A rapid succession of
Ministers followed, and sometimes, for many months, there
was no Minister at all. On the one hand, demands for
money were made, and, on the other, excuses coupled with
promises. Every now and then a sum would be paid on
account, and then matters went on as before. During this
time no attempt was made to reduce either the number of
the Contingent or.its expense. That the cost was far too
heavy seems to have been admitted by all: but it was the
Nizam's force, and he, knowing that it was efficient, never
expressed a wish for its disbandment. We have seen
how the debt due to the British Government gradually
increased, and in 1849 amounted to 64 lakhs of rupees.
Lord Dalhousie, the Governor-General, sent orders to
General Fraser, the Resident at Hyderabad, to insist upon
a settlement. A scheme was drawn up with the Nizam's
Government, under which certain districts in the Berars
were to be assigned to the British for a number of years
until the debt was paid off The payment of the Contingent
was still to continue as before. At the last moment, how-
ever, the Nizam made an effort. He almost exhausted his
own treasury and succeeded in paying off more than half
the debt due to the British in a lump sum. But, this one
payment having been made, matters went from bad to